
1 
 

 
Request for Applications:  

The Duke/UAB Inter-CFAR Pilot Funding Program  
on Contextual Drivers of Health and HIV 

 
Appendix: Mentor List  
 
Goal of Mentorship:  
To partner with early-stage investigators or those new to HIV research throughout their pilot award period, by 
providing guidance, strategic feedback, and professional development to gain independent NIH funding. Mentor–
mentee pairings do not need to share identical expertise; complementary areas of knowledge are encouraged to 
broaden the investigator’s scientific perspective and skill set. 
 
Duke University Mentors 
 
Nrupen Bhavsar, PhD: Dr. Bhavsar is a quantitative epidemiologist with methodological expertise in design and 
analysis of observational studies that leverage real-world data, including electronic health records (EHR) and 
Medicare claims. As Director of the Social Informatics Program within the Duke CTSI, he  provides methodological 
guidance for investigators that want to link neighborhood level social, environmental, and climate data with EHR 
data to study how contextual factors inform health and health outcomes. Dr. Bhavsar has served as a Co-Investigator 
on NIH grants examining how bias and structural racism contribute to health disparities. He leads development of 
the S.E.E.D. Health Atlas, a free, public facing platform that democratizes access to social drivers of health data 
across the U.S. He is an Associate Professor of Surgery and Biostatistics and Bioinformatics. 
 
Amy Corneli, PhD, MPH: Dr. Corneli is a social scientist with expertise in qualitative, mixed‑methods, 
implementation science, and intervention research. Her NIH-funded research focuses on co-designing 
implementation strategies and interventions on PrEP uptake with community partners for key populations in the 
U.S. South and Kenya, including a OBGYN resident PrEP prescribing program, social media campaigns, and a 
community-based stigma reduction intervention. She is a Professor in the Department of Population Health 
Sciences; directs the Duke CFAR Social & Behavioral Sciences (SBS) Core, QualCore, and the BASE Lab; and is a 
Co-PI of the T32 Interdisciplinary Research Training Program in AIDS at Duke. 
 
Mehri McKellar, MD: Dr. McKellar is an infectious diseases clinician-researcher specializing in PrEP 
implementation. Her research focuses on rapid testing in nontraditional settings and expansion of PrEP adoption. 
She directs the Duke HIV Prevention Clinic and conducts multiple community-based HIV testing and prevention 
research, including within syringe-services and carceral settings. Her funded studies include multiple 
pharmaceutical-supported Phase 3 trials of long-acting HIV treatment regimens, NIH-funded AIDS training grants, 
and NIDA-funded research on optimizing long-acting PrEP and MOUD in carceral environments. She is a Professor 
in the Division of Infectious Diseases. 
 
Lance Okeke, MD, MPH: Dr. Okeke is an infectious disease clinician‑researcher who uses implementation science 
and health informatics to reduce health disparities and improve clinical outcomes across the HIV care continuum 
in the U.S. South. His NIH funded portfolio includes a study leveraging electronic health record data to expand PrEP 
access and a grant to develop a pharmacy‑based HIV prevention training curriculum. He also leads an HIVworkforce 

https://scholars.duke.edu/person/nrupen.bhavsar
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/amy.corneli
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/mehri.mckellar
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/lance.okeke
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development initiative targeted at HBCUs. He is an Associate Professor in the Departments of Medicine and 
Population Health Science; Director of the CFAR Health Services Research Scientific Working Group; and is a Co-PI 
of the T32 Interdisciplinary Research Training Program in AIDS at Duke. 
 
Tonia Poteat, PhD, MPH: Dr. Poteat uses mixed‑methods and implementation science to understand and improve 
HIV outcomes in LGBTQ health, centering how intersectional structural stigma impacts transgender communities. 
Her NIH-funded research focuses on biopsychosocial mechanisms that link stigma and HIV comorbidities among 
gender minority women. Dr. Poteat is a Professor in the Duke University School of Nursing, Associate Director of the 
CFAR Developmental Core, and Co-Director of the Duke Sexual and Gender Minority Wellness Program.  
 
Susan Reif, PhD, MSW: Dr. Reif is a health policy and inequalities researcher using program evaluation, quantitative 
analysis, and policy research to target HIV risk reduction and care in the Deep South. Her funding portfolio includes 
studies that evaluate the integration of HIV and substance use treatment programs and research addressing 
inequities in HIV prevention and care infrastructure for minority populations across Southern states. Dr. Reif is a 
Research Scholar in the Center of Health Policy & Inequities Research in the Duke Global Health Institute.  
 
Michael Relf, PhD, RN, ANEF, FAAN: Dr. Relf conducts mixed-methods research on psychosocial drivers of HIV 
outcomes, including stigma, discrimination, intimate partner violence, and engagement in HIV care – domestically 
and globally. His funded work includes a Fogarty-supported stigma-reduction trial for women living with HIV in 
Tanzania and U.S.-based adaptations of internalized stigma interventions. Dr. Relf is Dean and the Mary T. 
Champagne Distinguished Professor of Nursing of the Duke University School of Nursing; Research Professor in the 
Duke Global Health Institute; and Associate Director of the CFAR Social and Behavioral Sciences Core. 
 
Sadie Wilson, PhD: Dr. Wilson is an implementation scientist whose work centers on expanding equitable access 
to HIV‑related care through integrating community‑driven, co‑designed implementation strategies and behavioral 
science. Her HIV research portfolio includes an NIH-funded grant to develop and evaluate community-facing 
implementation strategies to extend reach of EHR data and expand PrEP access as well as multiple VA‑funded 
implementation studies. Dr. Wilson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences 
in the Duke School of Medicine; Research Investigator at the Veterans Affairs Center of Innovation to Accelerate 
Discovery and Practice Transformation; serves as Associate Director of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Core 
and Director of the Community Engagement Team; and is core faculty on the Dissemination & Implementation Team 
within the Duke Clinical & Translational Science Institute. 
 
Lawrence Yang, PhD: Dr. Yang investigates stigma as a multilevel driver of HIV and other health outcomes, including 
mental health and substance use, drawing on psychiatric epidemiology, implementation science, and culturally 
informed frameworks. His HIV‑focused portfolio includes NIH-funded studies examining stigma and culturally 
salient determinants of HIV outcomes in Botswana, advancing implementation research capacity in Vietnam, and 
reducing stigma around MOUDs in North Carolina. Dr. Yang is a Distinguished Professor of Nursing at Duke 
University School of Nursing and Professor in the Department of Population Health Sciences. He is also an 
Associate Director of the CFAR Social and Behavioral Sciences Core. 
 
UAB Mentors 
 
Emma Kay, PhD: Dr. Kay is a behavioral scientist whose research uses implementation science, digital health, and 
community-engaged approaches to improve HIV prevention and care. Her work focuses on developing and 
evaluating strategies that increase equitable access to HIV prevention services, including PrEP, and strengthen 
implementation of evidence-based interventions in community settings. Dr. Kay is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham and collaborates on multidisciplinary HIV implementation research. 
 
Robin Lanzi, PhD, MPH: Dr. Lanzi is a behavioral scientist whose research uses implementation science and 
community-engaged approaches to improve health outcomes and reduce disparities among underserved 

https://scholars.duke.edu/person/tonia.poteat
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/susan.reif
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/michael.relf
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/Sarah.Wilson
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/lawrence.yang
https://scholars.uab.edu/5926-emma-kay
https://scholars.uab.edu/2000-robin-lanzi
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populations. Her work emphasizes translating evidence-based interventions into real-world settings through 
partnerships with families, healthcare systems, and communities. Dr. Lanzi is a Professor in the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham School of Public Health. 
 
Ann Namkung, DrPH, MPH: Dr. Namkung is a physician-scientist whose research examines behavioral and 
metabolic determinants of chronic disease using translational and implementation science approaches. Her work 
focuses on improving healthcare delivery for individuals with complex medical and behavioral health conditions and 
advancing equitable models of chronic disease management. Dr. Namkung is also currently serving as the Program 
Director for the UAB Implementation Science Consultation Hub.  
 
Mirjam-Colette Kempf, PhD, MPH: Dr. Kempf is a nurse scientist whose research uses implementation science 
and behavioral interventions to improve outcomes for people living with HIV. Her funded work examines strategies 
to improve antiretroviral adherence, symptom management, and healthy aging while addressing disparities in HIV 
care among underserved populations. Dr. Kempf is a Professor in the University of Alabama at Birmingham School 
of Nursing and is Co-Director of the UAB Developmental Core. 
 
Jessica Corcoran, PhD, RN, CPNP-PC, CNE: Dr. Corcoran is a social work researcher whose scholarship uses 
implementation science and evidence-based intervention research to improve behavioral health and family well-
being. Her work focuses on translating effective interventions into community settings to improve outcomes for 
vulnerable children, families, and underserved populations. Dr. Corcoran is a Professor in the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham School of Social Work. 
 
Crystal Chapman Lambert, PhD, MSN: Dr. Chapman Lambert is a social and behavioral scientist whose research 
uses community-engaged and implementation science approaches to advance HIV prevention and health equity 
among Black communities in the U.S. South. Her funded work focuses on addressing structural and social 
determinants of HIV, increasing equitable access to prevention services, and developing culturally responsive 
interventions to reduce HIV disparities. Dr. Chapman Lambert is an Associate Professor in the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham School of Public Health. 
 
Michael Mugavero, MD, MHSc: Dr. Mugavero is an infectious diseases clinician-researcher whose work uses 
implementation science and health services research to improve engagement across the HIV care continuum. His 
NIH-funded research focuses on strategies to improve retention in HIV care, optimize treatment outcomes, and 
reduce disparities through patient-centered and health system interventions. Dr. Mugavero is a Professor in the 
Division of Infectious Diseases at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Director of the Center for Outcomes 
Effectiveness Research and Education (COERE), and a Co-Director within the UAB Center for AIDS Research. 
 
Katia Bruxvoort, PhD: Dr. Bruxvoort is an Associate Professor in the School of Public Health. She is an 
epidemiologist with broad interests in infectious disease prevention, including improving uptake of and adherence 
to HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis, screening and diagnostics, and medication adherence. Dr. Bruxvoort has 
extensive experience in designing and leading studies using electronic health records, randomized trials, and large-
scale surveys. Her overall goal is to conduct high quality research that improves clinical care and public health 
among underserved populations in diverse settings. Dr. Bruxvoort is also a Co-Investigator within the UAB Global 
Health and Reciprocal Innovations strategic working group.  

https://sites.uab.edu/hivis/hiv-is-hub-team-2/
https://scholars.uab.edu/1550-mirjamcolette-kempf
https://scholars.uab.edu/11273-jessica-corcoran
https://scholars.uab.edu/1571-crystal-chapman-lambert
https://scholars.uab.edu/569-michael-mugavero
https://scholars.uab.edu/17193-katia-bruxvoort
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